
 

Hello, 

My apologies for missing the final newsletter for the fourth quarter of 2015.  Life became busy near the end of the 

year, and so I decided to delay the newsletter until the first quarter of 2016.  On a happy note, it also means that 

there is more great news to report about all of the wonderful things that are going on in your schools. 

Your Board of Education for Brighton Area Schools continues to work hard for the student, parents, educators, 

and citizens of Brighton.  With that in mind, the officers that served the community in 2015 were all re-elected to 

their same positions for 2016.  As you may know, the School Board is made up of the following people: 

Name Office Email Phone 

Andy Burchfield Trustee burchfielda@brightonk12.com 810-299-4580 

John Conely Trustee conelyrental@sbcglobal.net  810-299-4582 

Dave Chesney Vice President chesneyd@brightonk12.com 810-299-4581 

Jay Krause President krauseJ@brightonk12.com 810-299-4583 

Beth Minert Secretary minertb@brightonk12.com 810-299-4584 

Ken Stahl Treasurer stahlk@brightonk12.com 810-299-4585 

Bill Trombley Trustee btrombley@grangerconstruction.com 810-299-4586 

 

The last six months have been very productive.  All of us have been working very hard on making BAS the best 

school district in the state.  We hope that you have seen, and will continue to see our progress.  Here is a partial 

list of the school district’s many recent accomplishments. 

 BAS had an extremely positive financial audit by Bruce Danner of Maner and Costerisan in November of 

2015.  This company serves as the auditors of our books, and they were amazed that our school district 

was able to turn our general fund balance from negative to positive in such a short amount of time; 

 Several new classes were approved to be offered during the next academic year, including the following:  

AP Computer Science Principles, Advanced Marketing, American Sign Language IV, Coding and Robotics, 

and an array of newly labeled Physical Education courses.  Our Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, 

Dr. Laura Surrey, continues to lead efforts towards keeping BAS’s curriculum current and appropriate; 

 The Technology Innovation Grant was a huge success in its first year, and so was recently renewed by the 

Board of Education.  This grant encourages educators in the BAS school district to use bond-funded 

technology in new and innovative ways for the benefit of our students; 

 Some of our excellence in education is a direct result of Instructional Coaches.  We have Ms. Wendy 

O’Keefe coaching Science, Ms. Chris Darkowski coaching Language Arts, and Ms. Kim Hubert coaching 

Math.  If you see any of them in the hallways, please ask about their many successful and productive 

programs; 

 The board has received some amazing donations, including a CNC Machine at BHS, a Coffee Machine at 

BHS, and a buddy bench at Hawkins Elementary, just to name a few; 

 Our fine arts programs continue to inspire and motivate students, including the musical White Christmas 

offered in December of 2015, BHS choirs singing in Rome during March of 2016, the marching band being 

invited to the Outback Bowl in Tampa, FL during January of 2017, and the recent approval of the purchase 

of new band uniforms; 
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 Similarly, Brighton's Interscholastic Athletics programs continue to strongly represent our community at 

both the local and state level. During the fall and winter seasons the Bulldogs have earned six M.H.S.A.A. 

District, and four Regional Championships, sending five teams to the State Finals with two of those teams 

earning the State Finalist trophy and all five finishing in the top ten in the state. The Bulldogs have also 

sent 32 individuals to the state finals so far with three student athletes bringing home individual state 

championships and the spring teams are just getting started! 

 Our new BAS Health and Fitness Center has opens to students during April of 2016, and will be open to 

the public during May.  Citizens of Brighton, only need to show their driver’s licenses during the evenings 

in order to use this incredible new facility.  This is another example of your bond dollars at work for the 

betterment of our community; 

 We have two new student representatives from both BHS and the Bridge.  First, Jolin Kramer, now sits at 

the Board Table representing BHS and Tyler Hawkins represents the Bridge. 

As always, it is our pleasure to serve the community.  We look forward to working with the administration, 

teachers, students, and community to continue to improve our school system as we complete this school year.  

We look forward to any feedback and questions that you might have.  We wish each and every one of you a 

wonderful spring-time. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Krause, President, BAS Board of Education 


